SHAKESPEARE AND MILTON

SPENSER AND  SIR WALTER RALEIGH

Like Chaucer, Edmund Spenser was a courtier and moved in high places. In 1580 he was sent
by Queen Elizabeth to Ireland, and while there had among his neighbours Sir Walter Raleigh,
himself a poet of no mean order. This picture, from the brush of John Claxton, shows us
Spenser reading his most famous poem," The Faerie Queene," to Raleigh. Sir Walter persuaded
Spenser to return with him to London and publish his poem. He did so, and at once became

famous.

a century and a half after the
death of Chaucer no great poet
arose in England.   Then dawned
the Elizabethan age..

Edmund Spenser.

Men's imaginations were stimulated
by wider travel and tales of the new
world in the West; the master works
of classical times were for the first time
printed and spread abroad ; and there
arose a number of great writers, among
whom was Edmund Spenser, who was
the first to reveal the marvellous
resources of the English language. His
verses have been called " A labyrinth
of sweet sounds that would cloy by their
sweetness, but that the ear is constantly
relieved and enchanted by their con-
tinued variety of modulation."

Spenser was a Londoner, born in
Smithiield. He came from a noble
family, " of which," he says, " I

meanest boast myself to be." In spite
of his genius, he Hved and died in poor
circumstances. He was one of the six
poor scholars of Merchant Taylors'
School and later went to Cambridge.
His " Shepheardes Calender," published
in 1579, was his first work and opened a
new epoch in English literature. For
a time he was secretary to the Lord
Deputy of Ireland and was granted
land in Ireland.

Much of his life was Hved in Ireland,
but his house was burned in Hugh
O'Neil's insurrection and he ended his
life in poverty. Yet even in his life-
time great fame was his, and after his
death his body was laid in Westminster
Abbey.

The Greatest of Poets.

While opinions differ as to who was
the greatest painter, there can be no
doubt on the question of the greatest
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